Alum’s gift establishes endowed professorship
- December 10, 2007

Alan R. Bennett ’69 has donated $750,000 to establish an
endowed honors professorship in political science — the first for
both the Department of Political Science and the Honors
Program.

The professorship is intended to enhance high-level course
offerings and faculty research.

“Alan Bennett’s gift is generous and well-targeted,” says Ross
MacKinnon, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

“The professorship will enrich the already fine scholarly climate
that exists for undergraduate students in political science, and
reinforce the close association between the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences and the Honors Program.”
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Bennett, a former honors scholar, says he wanted to support the programs that helped prepare him for
a successful career. Now a partner at Ropes & Gray in Washington, D.C., he previously served in the
general counsel office of the Food and Drug Administration and was counsel to the Senate
Governmental Affairs Committee.

He is a member of the UConn Foundation Board of Directors.

“I remember a real esprit de corps and individualized attention within the University, and wanted to give
something back in return for that,” says Bennett.

“Maybe this professorship can serve as something of a model for future contributions, and together,
they can help make both the Honors Program and the political science department nationally recognized
centers of excellence.”



